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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM BOARD 2005-2006

1. ROLE, LEGISLATION, STRUCTURE
ROLE AND LEGISLATION

The role of management of the South Australian Museum is prescribed under the South
Australian Museum Act, 1976-1985.

To increase knowledge and understanding of our natural and cultural heritage: to serve the
community by acquiring, preserving, interpreting and presenting to the public, material
evidence concerning people and nature; and to provide opportunities for study, education and
enjoyment.

The South Australian Museum is a Division of Arts South Australia within the Department of
the Premier and Cabinet. The South Australian Museum Board comprises eight people
appointed by the Minister. The Board functions as a body corporate.

Members of the Board during 2005-06 were:

Mr John Ellice-Flint — Chair
Mr Paul Ah Chee

Ms Nyra Bensimon

Dr Sue Carthew

Mr Robert Edwards AO

Ms Elizabeth Perry

Mr Antony Simpson

STRUCTURE

The only significant change to the Museum’s organisation was in the Public Programs area
which saw the appointment of a Head of Public Programs Development. The reporting
structure sees all Public Programs areas — Development and Design, Education and Visitor
Services and Indigenous Services, Multi-media, and a new Project Officer, Program and
Events — reporting to this position.

The organisational structure of the South Australian Museum is outlined in the following
diagram.



ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE

Structure of the South Australian Museum as at 30 June 2006
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2. ACHIEVEMENTS AND INITIATIVES

INTRODUCTION

The Museum has faced a challenging year in maintaining its ongoing profile as both a leader
in scientific research and a major community resource in its provision of cultural, academic
and education outreach programs and activities. Throughout, the Museum has endeavoured
to further its engagement with new audiences whilst maintaining its commitment to be the
Museum for all South Australians.

It was with deep regret the Museum acknowledged Dr Tim Flannery’s intention to resign as
Director in the latter part of 2006 to pursue a Professorial appointment within Macquarie
University. The Museum remains indebted to Tim Flannery for his outstanding leadership
and commitment to the Museum and his contribution to raising the profile of the Museum
with particular reference to its scientific research.

ALIGNMENT WITH SA STRATEGIC PLAN OBJECTIVES

Museum's strategic plans are highly relevant to the SA Strategic Plan Objectives. In terms of
Objective 3: Attaining Sustainability

The museum remains committed to its Energy Efficiency Action Plan, which has resulted in
the reduced energy consumption levels being maintained. Plasma display screens in the
museum’s foyer provide our visitors with information on the power generation of our solar
panels, the benefits of solar energy as an alternative energy resource, and green information
relating to sustainable and renewable energy initiatives of Government. The museum has
achieved further reductions in energy use through an ongoing campaign of energy awareness
mongst staff. A National Recycling Week event held annually promoted the message -
recycle; reuse, reduce and recover — to educate the public on what they can do at home and
work to assist sustainability. Also the Museum’s mini-scaled wetland, incorporating a bio-
retention system, in the forecourt has helped the museum significantly reduce its water
consumption, while promoting to the public its commitment to environmental sustainability.
Objective 4: Fostering Creativity

The museum continues to make substantial investments in primary scientific research, which
is supported with external funding and through partnerships with the South Australian
university sector. The dissemination of research results to the broader public is achieved
through staff public lectures and media interviews, publications and exhibition programs as
outlined further in this report.

HIGHLIGHTS

The Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize, August 2005

Continuing its development as a major event within the Australian visual arts calendar, the
2005 Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize attracted a record number of entries. For the first
time following the Adelaide exhibitions, a selection of winning entries and highly
commended pieces were also exhibited at the National Archives of Australia in Canberra.

North Terrace Redevelopment

The Museum forecourt redevelopment including the new Bonython water-feature was opened
in mid-October at a ceremony jointly presided over by the Premier, the Honourable Mike
Rann, and the Lord Mayor of Adelaide, the Honourable Michael Harbison. The new water
feature ‘14 Pieces’, designed by Angela and Hossein Valamonesh, has quickly established
itself as an iconic representation of the Museum’s collections.



The forecourt development further incorporates a ‘mini wetland’ environment enabling the
Museum to harvest storm water and reticulate it via an underground storage reservoir to
provide irrigation for the forecourt planted areas. This component of the forecourt design
provides a tangible statement of the Museum’s ongoing commitment to sustainability and
conservation.

The Museum was delighted that subsequently, the forecourt designers Taylor Cullity
Lethlean, were awarded the prestigious Award for Excellence for Environment in Landscape
Architecture by the Australian Institute of Landscape Architects.

Museum Roadshows
The Museum continued its unique program of taking research scientists, education staff,
exhibits and activities to communities throughout regional South Australia.

Roadshows in the period travelled to:

Fleurieu Peninsula — 19 - 21 August 2005 Goolwa and Victor Harbor

Port Lincoln - 18 - 19 November 2005 Port Lincoln Civic Hall for Schools
Day/Family Day and High School for Workshops. This Roadshow included the
inaugural Addyman Lecture given by Dr Tim Flannery and named in recognition of the
late Mr John Addyman who, with his wife Molly, donated the Addyman Opalised
Plesiosaur to the Museum in 2001.

Palaeontology Week 2006 — 31 March to 2 April - incorporated regional visits to
Kangaroo Island (Flinders Chase), Flinders Ranges (Brachina Gorge) and Coober Pedy.
All visits included school workshops/field trips and Saturday family days

Mt Gambier — 12 - 13 May 2006 (Civic Hall and Sir Robert Helpmann Theatre the
latter courtesy of Country Arts SA)

Port Pirie — 1 - 2 June 2006 (Northern Festival Centre courtesy of Country Arts SA)

Partnership with Netherlands

In response to requests from the Leiden Royal Museum of Ethnology and the Aboriginal Art
Museum of Utrecht the South Australian Museum provisioned loans from its acknowledged
world-class Aboriginal Collection, assisting these two prestigious Dutch institutions to realise
exhibitions commemorating the four hundredth anniversary of Dutch engagement with
Australia.

Foundation

Initiatives pursued by the Foundation enabled the Museum to acquire 45 waterlily totems and
string bound poles made by women artists from the Arafura Wetlands of Arnhem Land.
These artefacts were made as an attendant project to the Rolf de Heer film ‘10 Canoes’ which
premiered at the 2006 Adelaide Festival of Arts. The Poles are a stunning contemporary
addition to the Museum’s Aboriginal Collection.

In addition, the Foundation is actively assisting the Museum in raising funds for ongoing
Gallery redevelopment.

Pacific Cultures Gallery Restoration

Work commenced in late April on the restoration of the Pacific Cultures Gallery. The Gallery
which occupies the entire first floor of the Museum’s north wing is being restored in keeping
with its original 19" Century ambiance. Removal of the artificial ceiling installed in the
1960’s, will open up the original lantern-roof space. Air conditioning, lighting and floor-
coverings are all being replaced whilst a redesigned exhibition format, incorporating state of
the art audio/visual displays, is being progressed.



Research

Continuing success in the capacity to achieve external grant funding has been maintained.
Significant world wide attention was given to the findings of the research team including
members of the South Australian Museum, who discovered a ‘Lost World’ during an
expedition to the Foja Mountains of Papua New Guinea in November 2005. Amongst many
achievements this expedition identified a new species of honeyeater, a new species of tree
kangaroo, twenty new species of frogs and a new species of rhododendron that featured the
largest rhododendron flower on record.

150" Anniversary

18 June 2006 was the 150™ Anniversary of the original legislation establishing the South
Australian Museum. This landmark has been utilised to generate a range of programs
celebrating the Museum’s collections, research and overall contribution to South Australia.
Related activities will continue throughout the anniversary year.

ETSA Utilities
The Museum was delighted to be awarded a major sponsorship by ETSA Ultilities.

Commencing from 1* July 2006 for an initial three-year period, this partnership will greatly
assist in enhancing the quality and diversity of the content in the Museum’s exhibition and
Public Program activities.

VISITATION

Visitation during the year 2005-06 numbered 730 032. This represented the second highest
annual visitation recorded by the Museum and reflected an 11.6% increase on the 2004-05
year.

Within this overall visitation were 37 900 booked school visitors, ranging from pre-school to
year 12. School visitors reflect both State and private schools throughout the metropolitan
area with the majority of such visits being curriculum linked.

The enhanced visitation number is considered to reflect both the restored access to the
Museum, following the conclusion of the North Terrace redevelopment and forecourt works,
along with the Museum’s diverse program of exhibitions and activities.

Concurrent with this visitation to the Museum’s main North Terrace venue, there were a
further 22 000 recorded visitors to the Museum’s Science Centre. Public access to the Centre
from 10.00am to 4.00pm Monday to Friday continues to prove of interest both to the general
public as well as school students participating in the Museum’s overall Education programs.

Visitor numbers to the Museum’s Roadshow program are not definitively counted other than
pre-booked school groups which during the period numbered some 3000 across all Roadshow
venues. In addition, a similar number of the general public would have visited the community
activities that also feature as a component of all Roadshows.

GALLERY DEVELOPMENT

Origin Energy Fossil Gallery

Ediacara Gallery

In August 2005 the Simpson Room, the Museum’s new Ediacara Gallery on level 3 of the
east wing, was opened.



The Gallery displays specimens of Ediacaran fossils demonstrating the diversity of these
ancient life forms and incorporates a wide range of specimens drawn from the Flinders
Ranges, an acknowledged world-standard repository of such fossils.

The Gallery is dedicated to the late Elizabeth Robson Simpson, a former Museum Board
member and lifetime supporter of the Museum.

Work continues in respect to developing the Megafauna Gallery.

Pacific Cultures Gallery

This Gallery exhibits the largest number of cultural objects from the Pacific Region to be
found within any Australian museum. Some 3000 objects are on permanent display. The
Gallery also has the unique distinction of having displayed Pacific material in the same space
since 1895. The original display has, by addition, progressively occupied more space until in
1999 (during the last major building redevelopment of the Museum) the entire Gallery was
given over to Pacific Cultures.

The restoration work (summarised in Highlights above) will return the Gallery to its original
Victorian splendour, whilst also incorporating new audio/visual display technology. The
audio/visual component will be utilised to show a perspective of the exploration of the Pacific
area and the work of early anthropologists via film and photographic records drawn from the
Museum’s Archives.

The restored Gallery is scheduled to reopen to the public in late 2006.

IBM Australia

During the year the Museum was pleased to partner an initiative with IBM Australia. This
partnership has resulted in the Museum obtaining two stand-alone interactive multimedia
units provisioned by IBM Australia. Each unit allows visitors the opportunity to engage with
state-of-the-art graphic simulations and explore two related subject areas of the Museum’s
collections. The first of these relates to Ancient Egypt whilst the second offers a range of
programs associated with the natural sciences under the generic heading “Tri Science’.

The Museum is appreciative of the support provided by IBM Australia and the two modules
are clearly proving an attractive resource to Museum visitors.

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS
The Museum has maintained a diverse program of exhibitions throughout the year.

Drugs — A Social History

27 May - 24 July 2005

This Exhibition developed by the Historic Houses Trust of New South Wales, examined the
attitudes of Australians to various drugs, both legal and illegal. Reflecting how drugs have
influenced change in laws and social attitudes, the exhibition presented not only a fascinating
social history but also addressed issues of addiction and social problems associated with drug
abuse.

Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize

6 August — 11 September 2005

In it’s third year, a record number of 609 entries were received from around Australia and
overseas.



109 entries were chosen for the finalists exhibition. Judges this year were the Museum
Director, Dr Tim Flannery, radio science broadcaster Robin Williams, and well-known
columnist, broadcaster and art-lover Philip Adams.

Michael McWilliams’ stunning portrayal of a thylacine in a natural bush landscape was
announced as the overall winner of the 2005 Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize at a gala
evening held at the Museum on Friday 5 August 2005.

Along with the record number of entries from artists, the exhibition of finalists’ work also
proved a major draw with a record number of some 30 000 visitors. It would appear the
Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize has now clearly established itself on the Adelaide and
National calendar.

For the first time following the exhibition of finalists’ entries in Adelaide the exhibition then
toured to the National Archives of Australia for further exhibition in Canberra.

Mummies — Ancient Egypt and the Afterlife

5 November 2005 - 5 February 2006

This major international touring exhibition curated by the Royal Museum of Antiquities in
Leiden, Holland, was the major visiting exhibition in the Museum for the 2005/2006 year.
Reflecting the richness of Egyptian culture, the exhibition showcased a number of priceless
artefacts including a sarcophagus and funerary adornments of Keku, a wealthy Egyptian
woman who lived around 2700-2550 years ago.

Concurrent with the exhibition the Museum ran a diverse range of related activities aimed at
younger visitors that promoted the grandeur of ancient Egypt and its culture.

Sounds from Level 4

25 February — 19 March 2006

This new media exhibition undertaken by the Shoot Collective, with sound artist Tristan
Louth-Robins, was the Museum’s major contribution to the Adelaide Fringe Festival Visual
Arts program: presenting bizarre sounds and unusual lighting that disorientated visitors to the
fictitious fourth floor of the Museum. The installation prompted significant visitor feedback.

Wildlife Photographer of the Year

29 March - 14 May 2006

This exhibition organised each year by the BBC Wildlife Magazine and the Natural History
Museum of London, has become acknowledged as the international premier photographic
exhibition depicting wildlife. More than 18 000 entries from 50 countries around the world
were eventually culled to some 86 category-winners and highly commended works.

This is the third year the Museum has shown this exhibition and it is building a popular
reputation amongst regular Museum visitors.

150 Years of Collecting

24 May — 9 July 2006

Providing an insight into the Museum’s collections, this self-curated exhibition was the main
feature of the exhibition program to celebrate the Museum’s 150™ Anniversary. Reflecting
both the diversity and depth of the Museum’s collections whilst offering insight into the
characters, stories and idiosyncrasies of the Museum collections activity and history, the
exhibition provided a fascinating glance into the development of the Museum through the past
150 years.

The opening of the exhibition also allowed opportunity to promote the new sponsorship
agreement with ETSA Utilities referenced under ‘Highlights’.



Australian Aboriginal Cultures Gallery — Special Exhibitions

Proof — Portraits from the Movement 1978 -2003

4 June — 17 July

Reflecting the cultural and political struggle of two generations, the exhibition
featured stunning black and white photographs of many of the key figures associated
with the Indigenous Rights movement in Australia.

Indigenous Design

12 August — 2 October

Curated by the Museum, the exhibition presented an insight into the capacity of
Indigenous peoples to design a wide range of artefacts to ensure their survival and
well-being in the harsh natural environment of traditional lands.

China Today — Modern Development of an Ancient Art

6 October — 27 November

Presented with the assistance of the Chinese Embassy in Canberra, this exhibition
focussed on a number of contemporary Chinese ceramic artists utilising the same
technologies in their work as have prevailed in China for millennia. The exhibition
provided an insight into the ever-continuing development of ancient techniques
within contemporary forms.

From the Children — Kaurna Plains School Exhibition

12 December — 29 January

Exhibited works were produced by students of the Kaurna Plains School from years 8
to 11. The captivating work within the exhibition reflected how these young
Indigenous artists perceived their works as a gift and spiritual response to the world
they find themselves in.

13 Canoes

24 February- 26 March

Coinciding with the premier of the film ‘Ten Canoes’, written and co-directed by
Rolf de Heer and Peter Djigirr which premiered at the Adelaide Festival of Arts, this
exhibition introduced new artworks created by the Bula’bula Arts Aboriginal
Corporation as a cultural project component of the ‘Ten Canoes’ film development.
The exhibition also incorporated a number of black and white photographs circa 1937
taken by the anthropologist Donald Thomson. These photographs themselves
provided an extensive structure of images that were replicated within the ‘Ten
Canoes’ film.

The exhibition was again presented as a component of the Adelaide Fringe Festival
Visual Arts program and proved immensely popular with a wide-range of visitors.

Noblelene McKenzie-Stuart

9 June -9 July

Emerging indigenous artist Noblelene Mackenzie-Stuart presented an exhibition of
her recent works. The paintings revealed stories of her Aboriginal heritage, with
themes such as the moiety (kinship) groups of Adnyamathanha people (the traditional
owners of the Northern Flinders Ranges), the rebirth and importance of the Arabanna
language (from the country west of Lake Eyre) traditional foods and the abundance of
vegetation that was available to the traditional owners, and observations of their life
prior to European settlement. The exhibition gave a delightful insight into the life of
a young woman embracing her culture and sharing it with others.
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FOCUS EXHIBITIONS

The Museum continued its program of hosting small specialist exhibitions throughout the
year. The majority of these exhibitions were displayed in the Museum foyer or appropriate
gallery spaces.

Show Off!

As a component of the Museum’s 150" Anniversary Celebrations the Museum invited, via
extensive media advertising, South Australian collectors to nominated their particular
collection to be ‘shown off” at the Museum. Twelve collections were identified on the basis
of one each month commencing in January 2006. The selected collections reflected the
exceptional diversity and passion with which individuals pursue their collecting activity.

Collections participating in ‘Show Off!” for the period have included:

January — old glass bottles, presented by Angus and Jack Tapscott

February — glass eyes and ophthalmic equipment, presented by Carol Coventry
March — TV and movie toys, presented by Matthew Gray

April — commemorative medallions, presented by Peter David

May — washing-up brushes, presented by Steve Keirl

June — Hawaiian shirts, presented by Richard Bruggemann

Student Show Off!

Reflecting the above ‘Show Off!” program, schools were invited to ‘create’ their own
museum’. The Rosedale and Sandy Creek Primary Schools accepted this invitation and
presented their own museum exhibitions. Rosedale’s included horse toys, stamps, cars and
football mementos whilst Sandy Creek’s students presented a display of Japanese culture with
their exhibition including Japanese toys, games, clothing and food.

Pueblo Pottery Exhibition — August 2005

Based in the Science Centre this exhibition ran through August-September 2005 and
displayed Native American Pueblo pottery, sourced from the Museum’s ethnographic
collection.

Bragg About Adelaide — August — September 2005

Celebrating the achievements of the Adelaide-born Nobel Laureates William and Lawrence
Bragg, the exhibition brought together professional and personal artefacts reflecting their
careers both in Adelaide and later their time at the Royal Institution at Great Britain where
both concluded their careers as Directors.

The exhibition occurred as part of the “Thinker in Residence’ program during the tenure of
the Baroness Professor Susan Greenfield.

History of Brewing

In October 2005, as a contribution to Tasting Australia, the Museum hosted a History of
Brewing exhibition, examining the evolution of brewing by means of a niche display from the
South Australian Brewing Company.

Inside SAM’s Place

Continuing the Museum’s long-standing association with Craft South the Museum presented
throughout the year a changing program exhibiting the work of South Australian craftspeople.
These focus displays in the main foyer area achieve an enhanced profile for practicing South
Australian craftspeople whilst introducing new audiences to contemporary craft practice. The
Museum provided artists with access to the collections to enable them opportunity to draw
inspiration in new and lateral interpretations applying to their work.
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TOURING EXHIBITIONS

The Policeman’s Eye — The Frontier Photography of Paul Foelsche

Following its successful exhibition at the Museum in early 2005 the Policeman’s Eye — The
Frontier Photography of Paul Foelsche curated by the South Australian Museum, has
undertaken an ongoing national tour. During the year the exhibition has been hosted by the
Western Australian Museum Perth, the Museum and Art Gallery of the Northern Territory
Darwin, and the Brambuk Aboriginal Cultural Centre at Halls Gap Victoria.

Leiden

As referenced in ‘Highlights’ the Museum undertook a major collaboration with the National
Royal Museum of Ethnography of Leiden. This collaboration, with some 200 artefacts loaned
from the Aboriginal collection, facilitated the exhibition ‘Australia — The Land, The People’,
which opened in Leiden in January 2006 coincidental with Dutch celebrations marking the
400" Anniversary of Dutch engagement with Australia. The exhibition has received
significant media coverage and appears likely to travel to other European and Asian venues in
the latter part of 2006.

Utrecht

In a similar manner to Leiden, the Aboriginal Art Museum of Utrecht formally approached
the South Australian Museum with the request to loan the Yuendumu Doors from the
Aboriginal collection. This loan provided the basis for an exhibition entitled ‘Opening
Doors’ incorporating a wide range of contemporary Indigenous art. Again, the exhibition has
been critically well received since its opening at Utrecht in early 2006 and is also scheduled
to tour other European venues in the latter part of 2006.

Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize

For the first time the Museum was able to tour the 2005 Waterhouse Prize winners to the
National Archives of Australia in Canberra following exhibition in Adelaide. The
opportunity to tour the works was seen to enhance both the profile of the competition and
award-winning artists. The successful reception at the National Archives strongly suggests
that touring the Waterhouse finalists beyond Adelaide may become a regular aspect of the
competition.

EDUCATION SERVICES

As indicated in ‘Visitation’, some 37 000 students from reception to year 12 visited the
museum for curriculum linked ‘hands-on’ teaching and learning programs with education
officers or an Indigenous Cultural Instructor. School groups also enjoyed self-guided
programs across all museum galleries and exhibitions.

The most popular galleries visited include the Australian Aboriginal Cultures Gallery, the
Origin Energy Fossil Galleries and Ancient Egypt. Popular trails included Australian Fauna,
Skeletons, Marine Life and Extinct and Endangered Species. A series of very popular
individual programs for schools were developed in association with the travelling exhibition,
‘Mummies — Ancient Egypt and the Afterlife’, the Fringe Festival’s Youth Education
Program, Palaeontology Week and the Urban Forest Organisation. In addition to these events,
the Indigenous Youth Guide Program provided Indigenous students with a unique opportunity
to develop their knowledge and skills working with school groups visiting the Australian
Aboriginal Cultures Gallery.

Touring Exhibition Service (TES) to country schools

The TES visited country schools in the South East, Eyre Peninsula, and mid North and
provided teachers and 6700 students with access to the curriculum linked museum exhibition
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‘Life and Adaptations to Water’. New TES exhibition modules focussed on cutting edge
museum science have been planned and will be developed for use during the next year.

Discovery Cases

The Education Discovery cases available for loan to schools have increased in popularity
through enhanced publicity and promotion. During the year a total of some 6450 students
accessed hands-on specimens related to fossils and fossil fuel, insects, marine life, spiders,
meteorites and Aboriginal use of technology.

Roadshows

The two Museum-based education officers and support staff participated in the Museum’s
Roadshows to Mt Gambier, Fleurieu Peninsula, Pt Pirie, Pt Lincoln, Coober Pedy and the
Flinders Ranges. Approximately 3000 school students participated in stimulating face-to-face
teaching and learning activities with education staff, Indigenous staff, Museum and
University of Adelaide scientists and tertiary students.

Palaeontology Week, National Science Week

Highly successful teaching and learning programs were organised for both teachers and
students in association with these two special events. A special Energy Trail was developed
for visiting school groups during national Science Week as well as hands-on activities with
staff from Energy SA.

Discovery Centre

The Discovery Centre continues to provide a unique service to Museum visitors and fielded
approximately 6000 enquiries, including phone calls and visits in person across all areas of
the Museum’s collections, exhibitions and galleries.

In addition, Discovery Centre staff have undertaken regular media interviews, both print and
electronic, across metropolitan and regional locations. Further, the Discovery Centre is
always a major feature of Museum Roadshows.

Holiday Programs

Holiday programs continued to attract large numbers of families. The format of programs on
offer changed radically during the 2005 summer season for the ‘Mummies’ exhibition.
Instead of booked ticketed sessions, the Museum trialled activities where children and carers
could stop by, enjoy an activity and leave when they wished. In addition by dropping charges
to $2 per activity, the Museum ensured more children and carers enjoyed both the natural
history/science flavoured activities as well as Indigenous cultural activities presented in the
Indigenous Information Centre.

Resulting in the experience of these changes, the Museum now offers group bookings to
metropolitan vacation care programs.

Other Programs

e NAIDOC Week — July 2005
The Museum presented a number of ‘hands on’ activities to raise awareness of
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture and history. The program embraced
story telling, didgeridoo workshops, art and craft workshops as well as traditional
dance and song.

e National Science Week — August 2005
Utilising the theme ‘Future Challenges’ in consideration of such issues as water
conservation, sustainability and current developments in science research, the
Museum presented a diverse program of activities for National Science Week.
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Key features included a Science Hub set up on the Armoury lawns hosting diverse
workshops, lectures and performances.

Both the Museum’s Science Centre and Bolivar preparatory facility offered ‘behind
the scene tours’ whilst the week concluded with a science train aboard the
Steamranger taking 460 passengers from Mount Barker to Goolwa.

Palaeontology Week — March 2006

This annual event has significantly grown in stature since the first Palaecontology
Week in 2003. This year the Museum was delighted to host our first international
palaeontologist, Dr Philip Currie, Professor of Biological Sciences at the University
of Alberta, Canada. Prior to this appointment Dr Curry had been Curator of
Dinosaurs at the Royal Tyrell Museum in Alberta.

The week’s program incorporated a number of activities, lectures and events with a
strong family orientation. The week also incorporated regional activities in
Naracoorte, Kangaroo Island, Flinders Ranges and Coober Pedy.

The diverse spread of activity and program continues to suggest Palaecontology Week
is now established as a major feature in the Museum’s calendar.

Biodiversity Week — September 2005

Exploring the diverse Museum research projects profiling the State’s Biodiversity, the
week incorporated a range of presentations and activities featuring subject matter as
diverse as frogs, bats, butterflies, and the marine environment.

Opal Month - October 2005

Further building on the well-established relationship between the Museum and the
Coober Pedy community this celebration showcased this extraordinary region of
South Australia. Activities during the month included displays of historic mining
equipment along with visitor opportunities for noodling and opal polishing. Events
also incorporated an art display produced by Coober Pedy Primary School students.

Talks and Tours

This program was established in 2003, and presents a monthly lecture given by either
a member of Museum staff or specialist guest lecturer. Covering an eclectic range of
subjects, the series continues to experience steady growth.

Presentations during the period have been:

- Energy to burn presented by museum director, presented by Dr Tim Flannery,
August 2005

- Rainforest to desert - evolution of Australian vegetation, presented by Prof
Robert Hill, September 2005

- Solving mysteries with ancient DNA, presented by Professor Alan Cooper,
February 2006

- Adelaide: Man and Nature - the ecology of a dynamic city 1836 — 2036,
presented by Associate Professor Chris Daniels, March 2006

- Walking to Antarctica? - You're 80 million years too late!, presented by Dr
Karin Barovich, April 2006

- 150 years - a potted history of the museum and its collections, presented by
Dr Philip Jones, May 2006

- Profiling the Collector, presented by Robert Morris, Head of Collections,
June 2006

14



¢ Indigenous Information Centre
Throughout 2005-06 the Indigenous Outreach Program has, and continues to respond
to a large and ongoing number of Aboriginal community requests.

The program has visited a number of Aboriginal communities and provided
appropriate assistance and advice in the production and development of a number of
community based projects throughout the South East, Riverland region, Mid North,
Adelaide Plains region, the Eyre Peninsula region and the Flinders Ranges.

Of particular note was the assistance provided by the outreach program in the
development of a significant Ngarrindjeri exhibition at Murray Bridge. The
exhibition is a permanent display of Ngarrindjeri objects from the Museum collection
that showcases the vision and technology of Ngarrindjeri peoples.

A further highlight includes assistance to the Ngadjuri community with the
development of a Ngadjuri video regarding the history of the Ngadjuri lands and
peoples. The video is used to promote the Mid North.

Ongoing development continues on exhibitions on the Aboriginal peoples of the
River Murray region and development of Indigenous tourism possibilities throughout
the South East.

The Museum Aboriginal Advisory Committee welcomed two new members
appointed in April, Lowitja O’Donoghue and Lewis O’Brien.

ABORIGINAL RECONCILIATION

The Museum maintains its wide engagement with the Aboriginal community through the
service of its Indigenous Information Centre, Outreach Programs, and exhibitions specifically
featuring Aboriginal culture.

The Museum remains an active participant in the Return of Indigenous Cultural Property
(RICP) Program funded by the Federal Government. Ongoing consultations have been
maintained with Aboriginal communities and senior custodians within South Australia and
interstate. These consultations both inform the collections and have, as appropriate, led to the
repatriation to traditional owners of Ancestral Remains and Secret Sacred Objects.

National Reconciliation Week

The Museum was delighted to host the official launch of National Reconciliation Week on 29
May 2006. The launch also celebrated the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding
between providers of care to aged and disabled sectors of the Aboriginal community.

SCIENCE

2005-06 was again a very successful year for the Museum with the award of external research
grants amounting to $2,373,245, representing another major step forward in research
productivity. The major research strengths continue to be Evolutionary Biology, Mineralogy,
Palaeontology and Marine Science, and these mirror the significant areas of development
opportunity as outlined in the State’s Strategic Plan.

In particular, highlights include funding for cutting edge research in Mineralogy, which takes
this research group well beyond the normal expectation of a Museum research unit as their
work leads toward areas of significant economic impact for the State.

Evolutionary Biology continued its strong growth, with particular success in the Australian
Research Council Linkage Grant scheme. The research carried out by this group includes
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important work on conservation biology, which is critical to the protection of endangered
species.

Palaeontology continues its strong performance, with world-class research on the Ediacaran
biota and reptile evolution. Marine science continues to grow. One of the Museum’s key
researchers in this area, Dr Greg Rouse, left the Museum to assume a Professorial
appointment at the Scripps Oceanographic Institute in California. This prestigious
appointment indicates the high regard internationally for the Museum’s best researchers.
Marine researchers at the Museum have a strong input into the SARDI-led Marine
Innovations SA (MISA), and we expect an even closer relationship to build in the future.
Anthropology continued its research into the ethnographic collections, whilst the Museum
Archives made significant progress in the digitisation and processing of Aboriginal
collections required for Native Title.

Professor Steve Donnellan was part a team that was successful in receiving $495,000 to fund
a project titled ‘Evolutionary biogeography in the lowland reptile and amphibian fauna from
New Guinea’. This funding was provided by the prestigious National Science Foundation in
the USA.

Museum Director Dr Tim Flannery and University of Adelaide Federation Fellow Professor
Alan Cooper received $470,000 from the Australian Research Council to research the project
titled ‘Using ancient DNA to investigate the environmental impacts of climate change and
humans’.

Dr Steve Cooper also enjoyed outstanding research grant success. Amongst his projects being
a $297,000 grant from the Australian Research Council for a project titled ‘Origins of
invertebrate fauna in Australia since the Cretaceous: a molecular approach using bees as a
model taxon’.

A significant component of the Museum’s scientific research has been promulgated via a
diverse range of publications as summarised later in this report.

THE COLLECTIONS

Collections Revaluation 2003 - 2006

As required within their overall obligation the South Australian Museum Board initiated
revaluation of non-current assets to June 2006. The collections were re-valued under deprival
valuation principles, in line with Treasury Accounting Policy Statements 2 and 3. These
principles state that assets that would be replaced were an entity deprived of their future
economic benefits, and are to be measured at the current cost of replacing those economic
benefits.

In line with the methodologies previously adopted in 2003 a comprehensive survey of all
collections was undertaken, incorporating collections valued either by net market principles
or by a cost of recovery basis. Overall the Museum’s collections have increased in value by
some $30 million, largely due to donations under the Tax Incentives for the Arts Scheme,
more comprehensive sampling techniques and the application of CPI since the last valuation
exercise.

Without doubt the intangible scientific, heritage, cultural or aesthetic 'value' of the Museums
collections is generally considered of more 'value' to the community, than is pure market or
replacement value. Nevertheless an understanding of the financial value of the collections is
important to the Museum in determining collections management planning and risk mitigation
for one of Australia’s most important natural and cultural history collections.
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Collections Digitisation

Virtual access to collections data has been a priority for the Museum for some years. Building
on recent initiatives all vertebrate collections data is now on a new ‘KE EMu’ Collections
Management System. The Museum has also secured over $100,000 from the Department of
the Environment and Heritage, Canberra, towards specimen data capture and regularly
contributes to national data capture and dissemination initiatives such as the Online
Zoological Collections in Australian Museums (OZCAM) and the Australian Biodiversity
Information Facility (ABIF). It is hoped that further funding in support of these activities will
be secured in the future.

SUPPORT ORGANISATIONS

The Museum has again enjoyed a year of outstanding support from its principal support
organisations — The Friends of the South Australian Museum (FOSAM) and The Waterhouse
Club.

2005 represented a significant milestone for FOSAM as their 40" Anniversary. When formed
in 1965, FOSAM was the first such structured group to support Museum activities established
in Australia. Over the years FOSAM has consistently supported the work of the Museum in
raising funds for selected acquisitions and running a diverse program providing both FOSAM
members and the general public with an insight and better understanding of the Museum
collections and research activity. In addition, the ongoing FOSAM activity in providing
appropriately qualified guides that offer Museum visitors daily free guided tours, reflects the
dedication and outstanding commitment of FOSAM.

The Museum was delighted to formally acknowledge this contribution at a 40™ Anniversary
dinner held at the Museum.

The Waterhouse Club continued its diverse range of programs and activities supporting the
Museum’s operation. A series of expeditions to major fossil sites and anthropological sites
both within South Australia and interstate have acquired not only new specimens for the
Museum’s collections but also generated funds which in turn were passed on to the South
Australian Museum Foundation. The Club’s fundraising activities, in respect of a mid-winter
dinner and October picnic hosted at the Museum, proved to be outstandingly successful
fundraisers and further enhanced the reputation of the Waterhouse Club in presenting
‘different’ occasions that generate financial support for the Museum.

The Museum remains grateful to both organisations for their ongoing commitment.
VOLUNTEER SUPPORT

Drawing on a team of some 120 volunteers the Museum is able to enhance the provision of a
wide range of services in support of its collections, research and visitor activities by the
dedication of an extraordinary range of volunteers.

As well as the contribution made by individual volunteers, the Conservation Australia and
Green Reserves programs have continued to provide valuable resources in the area of
collection maintenance.

WORK EXPERIENCE
In keeping with its community engagement the Museum remains a popular choice for
secondary and tertiary students pursuing work experience placements. Some twenty

placements have been awarded in areas across the Museum’s Science and Public Program
areas.
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STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS AND AWARDS

The Museum was delighted that Dr Allan Pring, Principal Researcher in Mineralogy, was
awarded the 2005 Verco Medal by the Royal Society of South Australia in recognition of his
research into the chemistry and physics of minerals. The Verco Medal is awarded for
distinguished scientific work and is the highest honour available to the Royal Society.

Also within the Museum’s Mineralogy group, Dr Joel Brugger was elected a Fellow of the
Mineralogical Society of America.

Dr Tim Flannery, Director of the South Australian Museum, was awarded the New South
Wales Premier’s Literary Award for Non-Fiction in recognition of ‘The Weather Makers’.
This book, launched at the South Australian Museum in September 2005, has achieved
international recognition and profiles the debate on global climate change.

The Museum was delighted with the distinction the above awards reflected on the Museum.
COMMERCIAL ACTIVITES

The Museum continues to develop its commercial activities with the objective of enabling
such activities to support and provision further free access programs for visitors.

Venue Hire

Continuing marketing endeavours have enhanced awareness and reputation of the Museum’s
venue hire opportunities. Without doubt, the conclusion of the North Terrace forecourt
redevelopment works has facilitated improved opportunities in this area. In addition, an
‘Open House’ evening in May to which a significant number of conference/convention
organisers were invited further presented the unique venue hire opportunities available within
the Museum. Venue hire remains a developing source of revenue opportunity.

Museum Shop and Balaena Café

Both activities have returned to projected budget performance post the North Terrace
redevelopment. Additional Café facilities arising from the forecourt development is assisting
improved turnover.

Sponsorship/Business Development

Continuing partnerships with a wide range of commercial organisations have assisted the
Museum in both cash and ‘in kind’ sponsorships. In particular the Museum has appreciated
the partnerships associated with the support of individual exhibitions particularly those
organisations that have assisted the Waterhouse Natural History Art Prize.

The Museum remains ever grateful for the support of all its sponsor partners and donors.

Community Support

Maintaining its commitment to community engagement the Museum has been pleased to
assist a range of not-for-profit community groups and organisations by the provision of its
facilities free of any charge. These facilities have then been used for various fundraising
functions, launches and celebrations.

In addition, Museum staff have significantly contributed their time and expertise as guest

speakers and presenters to an extensive range of community groups, schools, service clubs
and special interest groups throughout the year.
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MEDIA

The Museum continues to enjoy positive exposure in all forms of electronic and print media,
both locally and nationally. This ongoing relationship reflects the capacity of the Museum to
generate interesting editorial coverage in respect of its exhibitions and activities whilst also
being able to provide, as appropriate, expert opinion relating to the diverse range of research
activities being pursued by Museum staff. This media coverage has been generated across an
extensive range of media outlets and further built on the media partnerships the Museum
enjoys with The Advertiser and 891 ABC Adelaide for specific exhibitions and activities.

Website

The Museum continues development of its website with further resources having been
committed to facilitate easier update of general Museum information and current and
forthcoming Museum programs. Additionally, the Museum is further developing the use of
electronic newsletters and continues to build its recipient database for these communications.

During the year the website experienced a significant increase in user numbers recording just
over 870 000 visits.

AUSTRALIAN SCIENCE MEDIA CENTRE (AusSMC)

During the year the Museum was pleased to welcome the Australian Science Media Centre.
Occupying offices in the Museum’s Armoury building, the AusSMC is a new initiative
supported by the State Government and a range of private media organisations with the
objective of making science more readily accessible to all forms of national media outlets.

Formally opened in August 2005 the AusSMC significantly compliments the Museum’s own
endeavours in promoting contemporary science research to the community at large.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

The Museum maintains its commitment to energy efficiency by means of an ongoing program
supported by all Museum staff in seeking and implementing a wide range of general house-
keeping initiatives to minimise energy usage. This activity is now also incorporated in the
Museum’s approach to exhibition design and gallery development.

The commissioning of the new forecourt during the year has appreciably contributed to the
tangible endeavours pursued by the Museum in water conservation. The forecourt
incorporates a mini wetland enabling the Museum to harvest storm water through the wetland
system. This water is then stored in a reservoir beneath the western forecourt lawn from
which it is then utilised for forecourt irrigation. This system is presently meeting some 75%
of the Museum’s irrigation requirements.

In addition, a selective replanting of the Science Centre forecourt areas has been
accomplished. This development has also incorporated the provision of new rainwater
storage tanks fed from the roof of the Science Centre, which has now rendered this area as
essentially self-sufficient in its water requirements.
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(Palaeontology)

L. Reed, BA (Hons), PhD

T. Schultze-Westrum, Thomas, PhD (Foreign
Ethnology)

P. Shaughnessy, BSc (Hons), MSc, Ph.D.
(Mammalogy)

S. Shepherd, B.A., L1.B., M.Env.St., Ph.D.,
(Marine Invertebrates)

M. Snow, B.0Sc., Ph.D. (Mineralogy)

K. Tabawebulla, Ph.D. (Foreign Ethnology)
M. Tyler AO, M.Sc., (Herpetology)

Lesley Warner (Zoology)

C. Watts, B.Sc.(Hons), PhD. (Entomology)
Prof. R. Wells, B.Sc.(Hons) Ph.D.
(Palaeontology)

W. Zeidler, B.Sc.(Hons) M.Sc. Ph.D (Marine
Invertebrates)

M. Zbik, M.Sc., Ph.D. (Mineralogy)
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S. EXECUTIVE EMPLOYMENT, STAFF EMPLOYMENT AND OTHER
HUMAN RESOURCES MATTERS

Management of Human Resources

Details of employment at SA Museum as at June 30 2006 are provided in the tables below.

Employee Numbers, Gender and Status

Total Number of Employees

Persons 83

FTEs 68.18
Gender % Persons % FTEs
Male 54.22 59.89
Female 45.78 40.11

Number of Persons During the 05/06 Financial Year
Separated from the agency 22
Recruited to the agency 49

Number of Persons at 30 June 2006
On Leave without Pay 4

Number Of Employees By Salary Bracket

Salary Bracket Male Female Total
$0 - $40,399 10 22 32
$40,400 - $54,999 13 9 22
$55,000 - $67,999 12 7 19
$68,000 - $88,999

$89,000+

TOTAL 45 38 83
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Status Of Employees In Current Position

Short-Term = Long-Term Other

TS Ongoing Contract Contract (Casual) Uizl
Male 31.53 2 5.1 2.2 40.83
Female 20.13 4.4 2.82 27.35
TOTAL 51.66 6.4 5.1 5.02 68.18
. Short-Term  Long-Term Other
PERSONS Ongoing Contract Contract (Casual) Uizl
Male 32 2 6 5 45
Female 23 5 10 38
TOTAL 55 7 6 15 83
Executives
Number of executives by gender, classification and status in current position
. Contract Contract
Ongoing Tenured Untenured ot

Classification Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female

Exec A 1 1
Exec B 1 1
Total 2 2

Leave management

Average days leave taken per full time equivalent employee

Leave Type 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06
Sick Leave 4.92 3.84 3.64 5.23
Family Carer’s Leave 0.3 0.23 0.22 0.47
Special Leave with Pay 0.44 0.33 1.91 0.78
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Workforce Diversity

Age Profile
Age Bracket Male Female Total % of Total B‘Z:)clz(lflo;rclf*

15-19 1 1 1.2 7.9
20-24 2 5 7 8.4 10.7
25-29 1 6 7 8.4 9.8
30-34 6 1 7 8.4 10.5
35-39 3 5 8 9.6 11.4
40-44 7 2 9 10.9 12.4
45-49 5 4 9 10.9 12.4
50-54 11 8 19 22.9 10.9
55-59 7 5 12 14.5 8.3
60-64 2 3 3.6 4.4
65+ 1 1 1.2 1.3
TOTAL 45 38 83 100% 100.0

*Benchmark as at January 2006 from ABS Supertable LM8

Note: Provision of the information reported in the following three tables is voluntary,
therefore the figures provided may not fully reflect the diversity of our workforce.

Aboriginal And/Or Torres Strait Islander Employees

Male Female Total % of Agency Target*
1 3 4 4.82 2%

* Target from South Australia’s Strategic Plan

Cultural And Linguistic Diversity

Male Female Total % Agency SA Community*

Number of employees born 9 7 16 19.3 20.3%
overseas

Number of employees who
speak language(s) other than 1 1 1.2 15.5%
English at home

* Benchmarks from ABS Publication Basic Community Profile (SA) Cat No. 2001.0

Number Of Employees With Ongoing Disabilities Requiring Workplace Adaptation

Male Female Total % of Agency
1 1 1.2
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Voluntary Flexible Working Arrangements
Number Of Employees Using Voluntary Flexible Working Arrangements By Gender

Male Female Total
Purchased Leave
Flexitime 31 26 57
Compressed Weeks 1 1
Part-time Job Share 1 2
Working from Home 2 2

Performance Management
Documented Review Of Individual Performance

Employees with ... % Total Workforce
a plan reviewed within the past 12 months 31.3
a plan older than 12 months 0

Documented Individual Performance Development Plan

Employees with ... % Total Workforce
a plan set within the past 12 months 4.8
a plan older than 12 months 0

Training Expenditure
As a percentage of total remuneration expenditure

Actual 2005-06 Target 2006-07
TOTAL 0.76% 3%




6. OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH, SAFETY AND INJURY MANAGEMENT
(OHS&IM)

ARTS SA OHS&W Management System

Arts SA continues to make significant and sustained achievements to ensuring conformance
with the WorkCover Performance Standards for Self Insurers. This has been achieved
through the continued review of policies and procedures in consultation with employees to
ensure continued sustainability and effectiveness of the system.

The implementation of a Chemical Database and Management System (ChemWatch) across
the organisation has been successful. Each agency now has a manifest and store of all its
chemicals. The system is maintained by delegated employees within each agency who ensure
the information on the system is updated and risk assessments are carried out on hazardous
substances.

A Project Officer was employed part-time for 12 months to implement the Workplace Safety
Management for Public Sector 2004-2006 Implementation Plan. This ensured Arts SA was
able to provide regular reports to the Premier against the DPC Ministerial Checklist and that
Arts SA has been able to meet the requirements of the Workplace Safety Management in the
Public Sector 2004-2006 Implementation Plan.

The effectiveness of extraction systems of the fume hoods at the Natural Science Centre and
their operational safety have been assessed and 2 of the 10 fume hoods are currently operated
in accordance with Safe Operating Procedures developed as part of the assessment. Arts SA
has undertaken a considerable amount of work in identifying the OHS&W, business and
financial risks associated with the fume hoods and has developed a solution which is currently
pending final approval.

Key Achievements
e $251,919 spent to further upgrade the fume hoods in the SA Museum Science Centre and
Artlab

e  Part-time AS06 position created for 12 months for the implementation of the WSMPS
Implementation Plan

e Action Plan Progress Report and the KPI Progress Report were reviewed by the Arts
Central Consultative Committee (ACCC) to ensure the relevance of their scope and
content. Updated documents included employee consultation prior to endorsement. Both
documents are reported on in accordance with the Monitoring and Reporting Framework
and presented to the ACCC for review

e  The OHSW Statement of Commitment for all Arts SA agencies was reviewed and the
content updated as a result of employee consultation

e The OHSW Responsibilities Policy was reviewed and the content updated as a result of
employee consultation

e Policies and procedures continue to be reviewed in consultation with employees to ensure
their continued sustainability and effectiveness

e  An audit process has been incorporated into the Internal Audit and Workplace Inspection
Procedure to ensure Arts SA injury management processes are conducted in accordance
with legislative requirements and internal policies and procedures

e Risk Management Training for Executive, Managers and Supervisors conducted

* 140 employees received a flu vaccination shot as part of the Flu Vaccination Program
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Occupational health, safety and injury management information

2005-06 2004-05 2003-04
OHS legislative requirements
Number of notifiable occurrences pursuant to OHS&W Regulations 0 2 0
Division 6.6
Number of notifiable injuries pursuant to OHS&W Regulations Division 0 0 0
6.6
Number of notices served pursuant to OHS&W Act s35, s39 and s40 0 0 0
Injury Management legislative requirements
Total number of employees who participated in the rehabilitation 0 0 1
program
Total number of employees rehabilitated and reassigned to alternative 0 0 1
duties
Total number of employees rehabilitated back to their original work 0 0 0
WorkCover Action Limits
Number of open claims as at 30 June 2 1 3
Percentage of workers compensation expenditure over gross annual 0.02 0.1 3.06
remuneration
Number of claims
Number of new workers compensation claims in the financial year 1 1 1
Number of fatalities, lost time injuries, medical ) 0 0 0
treatment only (MTO) | 1 0
(LTI) 0 0 1
Total number of whole working days lost 0 7 187
Cost of workers compensation
Cost of new claims for financial year 287 425 64,054
Cost of all claims excluding lump sum payments 870 4,423 72,075
Amount paid for lump sum payments s42 0 0 39,664
s43, s44 0 0 0
Total amount recovered from external sources (s54) 0 73,000 2,488
Budget allocation for workers compensation 16,000 28,000 28,000
Trends
Injury frequency rate for new lost-time injury/disease for each million 0 0 7.2
hours worked
Most frequent cause (mechanism) of injury Falls, Slips Muscular Mental
& Trips Stress Stress
Most expensive cause (mechanism) of injury Falls, Slips Muscular Mental
& Trips Stress Stress
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Disability Action Plan

The Museum continues to work with Arts SA on monitoring its visitor services

for disability access and action.

A major internal disability audit was conducted in 2004 and since that time, any new exhibits
and galleries being developed and installed, receive special consideration for disability access,
including entry and egress.

The museum is regularly visited by a range of people with disabilities and special needs, who
are often accompanied by carers. The museum education team and guides also respond to
requests for specially designed group visits and experiences. Disability car parking is
provided and monitored by staff at all times

Equal Opportunity Programs

As an EEO employer, the South Australian Museum is committed to employing on merit
regardless of race, gender, sexuality, marital status, age, pregnancy or disability for all
positions within the organisation. This is supported by the Museum’s diverse workforce

profile.

Overseas Travel 2005-06

Number of | Destination/s Reason for Travel Total Cost
Employees to Agency
Travel to assist funding application for $5,000
1 East Timor | AusAid to develop a national museum
cultural centre in Dili, East Timor
Coorganizer of Neoproterozoic $2,500
1 China Palaeobiology & Geobiology Symposium
2" Int. Congress, Beijing
1 France Presentation of paper at European Society $7,400
for Oceanists conference, Marseilles, Paris
Delivery of series of lectures in Leiden
1 Netherlands | and Nijmegen, promoting the SA Museum
exhibition “Australia, the land, the people” $6,000
| Erance Invited guest to opening and inaugural
seminar, Musee Du Quai Branly, Paris $2.800
| USA Presentation of a paper at Biennial mtg
Society for Marine Mammalogy. $3.900
Undertake research into formation of
1 UK minerals using neutron diffraction at $7500
Oxford & Uni of Cambridge.
Participate in Tree of Life project on
1 Denmark Protostomes at the Zoological Museum, $3565
Copenhagen
Presentation at Fifth Int. Symposium on
1 China Monogenea at Zhongshan Uni, $1100
Guangzhou, China
TOTAL $39,765
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ASBESTOS REPORT

Priority and Removal Activities

Site Asbestos Presence Priority for Risk No of sites in Risk Reduction Quantification of
Status Assessment Priority for Program Activities (by Item/
Assessment Activities by Area/by $)
category conducted during
2005/06
Insufficient data Urgent
Unstable, Accessible; Urgent
Or
Unstable, Damaged or
Decayed
Unstable, Inaccessible; High
Or 1
Unstable, Partly Accessible Nil Not applicable
Stable, Accessible: or Medium
Stable, Accessible, Initial
Signs of Decay
Stable, Inaccessible; Low
Or 1 Nil Not applicable
Stable, Partly Accessible
Asbestos Free Not applicable
Risk Reduction
Site Performance Score | 1 2 3 4 5
>
s Severe Major Moderate Minor No risk Not
éﬁ Site Risk level (threshold (target assessed
S o category) category)
=
-
n hn
% Of sites in category
at Year’s 50 50
Commencement
Adjustment % After
Annual Reduction
Activity >0 >0
Account Payment Statistics
Number of
Accounts % of Total Value of % $ of Total
Paid Accounts Paid | Accounts Paid | Accounts Paid
Paid by Due Date* 3,637 86% $3,974,331 88%
Paid Late & Paid
< 30 Days from 389 9% $390,166 9%
Due Date
Paid Late & Paid
> 30 Days from 211 5% $135,986 3%
Due Date
Total Accounts
Paid 4,237 100% $4,500,483 100%

*The Due Date is defined as per 11.2 of the instruction. Unless there is a discount or
written agreement between the public authority and the creditors, payment should be within
thirty days of the date of the invoice
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Fraud And Legislative Compliance

No frauds or suspected frauds have occurred to the knowledge of the management of the
South Australian Museum. The Museum has maintained a comprehensive system of
checks and balances to control and prevent fraud, under the advice of the Auditor General’s
Department. Full disclosure has been made to the auditors regarding all non compliance
obligations with laws and regulations that should be considered in preparing the Museums

financial report.

CONSULTANTS - 2005-06

Value No Name Services Total
Expenditure
Below $10 000 2 $ 4050
$10 000 — $50 000 2 | AKA Consulting | Provision of curatorial $17 200
advice for ‘Muslim
Explorers and Pioneers”
exhibition
Central Land Consultation with senior | $24 899
Council Aboriginal custodians re
secret sacred objects
above $50 000 NIL
TOTAL $46 149
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7. FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT, 1991 PART 11 SECTION 9(2)

INFORMATION STATEMENT

Agency Structure and Functions: Section 9(2)(A)
The following information is contained in this Annual Report and is deemed to be consistent with the
requirements of the Freedom of Information Act 1991:

+ Statement of role and objectives

+ Legislation responsibilities

+ Resources employed
Agency performance is monitored regularly. Each year specific targets and objectives are formulated
and major achievements, improvements and initiatives reported.
Effect of Agency’s Functions on Members of the Public: Section 9(2)(B)
The Museum has a direct effect on the general public in two quite different ways. First as an institution
whose display galleries are open for public education and enjoyment and second through the scientific
divisions whose research and information are available to other Government Departments as well as
the public.
The impact and involvement of each Division of the Museum in this process can be obtained from the
achievements and initiatives section of this Annual Report.
Arrangements for Public Participation in Policy Formation: Section 9(2)(C)
The Board of eight members is appointed by the Minister for the Arts. These appointments are from the
general public and provide an avenue for public participation in policy formulation.
For any major development, such as the development of displays relating to living cultures, advisory
committees are established for the period of the project to ensure that there is full and proper provision
for public participation.
In addition, the Museum maintains regular contact with Aboriginal community groups on matters
relating to custodianship and access to collections.
Description of Kinds of Documents held by the Agency: Section 9(2)(D)
The Museum classifies all documents into the following categories:
Board Minutes
The Minutes of the Museum Board meetings are numbered and inserted in a Board Minute Book.
Board papers are also numbered and filed in hard cover folders. The papers contain all documents and
correspondence relating to the Board Meeting. Current Minute Books and Papers are kept in the
Director’s Office. Out of date Minute Books and Papers dating back to 1940 are stored in the Museum
Archives section. Board papers and Minutes up to 1940 are permanently stored in State Records.
Dockets
Museum dockets are registered in a database system and held in the relevant department’s
administration sections. Dockets hold all documents concerned with the day to day management of the
Museum and are classified as follows — collection management; development and design; education;
governance — museum Board; Indigenous services; information management; public programs;
research; sponsorship; and volunteers.
Policy Statements
The Board has published several Policy Statements, which are available for use by the general public.
These include: ‘Professional and Commercial Services’, ‘Statement on Secret/Sacred Collection’,
‘Collections Policy (2005-2009)’, ‘Policy on Human Skeletal Remains Collection’, ‘Exhibition Policy’,
‘Publications Policy’, ‘Honorary Appointments’, ‘Guidelines for the Acquisition, Operation and
Management of Computers in the Museum’, and ‘Access to Personal Information — policy and
procedures’, ‘Procedures for Records Management’ and ‘Copyright Policy & Procedures’.
Access Arrangements, Procedures and Points of Contact: Section 9(2)(E)(F)
To gain access to Museum documents, other than those identified above as available, it is necessary to
apply in writing under the Freedom of Information Act to:
Contact Officer, Freedom of Information
C/- The Director
South Australian Museum
North Terrace, Adelaide 5000

Freedom of Information
No inquiries under the Freedom of Information Act were received in 2005/2006.
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